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Council Agenda Report 
 
 

 
To: Mayor Grisanti and the Honorable Members of the City Council 
 
Prepared by:  Susan Dueñas, Public Safety Manager 
 
Approved by: Steve McClary, Interim City Manager 
 
Date prepared: March 22, 2022 Meeting date: April 11, 2022 
 
Subject:  Parking Citation Fines 
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 1) Conduct the Public Hearing; 2) Review the Public Safety 
Commission’s recommendation for increasing parking citation fines and establishing fines 
for violations of Malibu Municipal Code (MMC) 10.18 (Oversized Vehicles); and 3) Adopt 
Resolution No. 22-11 amending the City’s Schedule of Parking Citation Penalties and 
finding the action to be exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: In Fiscal Year 2020-2021, the City received approximately $1.367 
million in revenue from parking citations. Staff is working with the City’s citation processing 
vendor to develop an updated projection as the parking citation revenue is anticipated to 
increase moderately as a result of this action; however, an estimate is not available at this 
time. 
 
WORK PLAN: This item was not included in the Adopted Work Plan for Fiscal Year 2021-
2022. 
 
DISCUSSION: On November 3, 2021, the Public Safety Commission performed its annual 
review of the City’s parking citation fine schedule. The violations identified for possible fine 
increases were based on input from representatives from the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 
Department (LASD) Lost Hills Station and the City’s Volunteers on Patrol (VOP) due to 
their experience in enforcing vehicle codes and issuing citations. At that meeting, the 
Commission voted to recommend that the City Council increase the fines for 14 code 
violations, with six of the violations called out for substantial increases to $150 due to their 
public safety impact and prevalence. The proposed increases were as follows:  
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Violation 
LA 

County 
Code 

California 
Vehicle 
Code 

Current 
Fine 

Proposed 
Fine 

Citations 
Written in 

2021 
No front/rear license plate 

 
5200 $38.00 $58.00 4179 

Incorrect registration on car  4462 (B) $38.00 $58.00 85 
Mutilated/illegal license 
plate 

 
4457 $38.00 $58.00 185 

Position of plates 
 

5201 $38.00 $58.00 175 
Plates clearly visible  5201 (A) $38.00 $58.00 198 
Parallel parking / 18 inches 
from curb 

 22502 $58.00 $98.00 206 

Parallel parking /18 inches 
from curb 

15.64.230  $48.00 $98.00 17 

Park 18in from curb/wrong 
direction  

 22502 (A) $58.00 $98.00 788 

Parking on sidewalk 
 

22500 (F) $73.00 $150.00 90 
Disconnected trailer 15.64.100 

 
$53.00 $150.00 49 

Bicycle lanes/unauthorized 
parking 

15.52.040 
 

$48.00 $150.00 24 

Fire Hydrants 
 

22514 $68.00 $150.00 1,433 
Fire lane 

 
22500.1 $68.00 $150.00 128 

Obstruct roadway/lane 15.64.300  $53.00 $150.00 225 
 
However, after further research staff identified four other factors that need to be 
considered when assessing parking citation fines:  
 

• The City typically aims to be consistent with the Las Virgenes Parking Authority 
(LVPA), and these recommended increases were not consistent with LVPA. 

• California Vehicle Code Section 40203.5.(a) stipulates: “To the extent possible, 
issuing agencies within the same county shall standardize parking penalties.” A 
parking fine comparison chart was prepared showing the fines charged for similar 
violations by other beach communities, two within Los Angeles County and three 
outside of the County. (Attachment 3). 

• Fines that are too high and perceived as disproportionate to the offense have a 
greater chance of being appealed. 

• Citation appeals incur additional staff and contractor costs. 
 
In addition, high fines do not guarantee better compliance, particularly with visitors to the 
City. If compliance is the goal, better signage and public education could be a more 
effective deterrent. This is particularly true for fire hydrants that look different than the 
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standard hydrant people are familiar with. In 2021, 4,179 citations were written for this 
offense. It is unknown how many were due to misidentification of a fire hydrant, but this 
issue may benefit from improved signage or marking. 
 
It is also important to note that in July 2020, the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals affirmed in the 
case, Pimentel vs. City of Los Angeles, that parking tickets and fees must comply with the 
U.S. Constitution Eighth Amendment’s ban on “excessive fines.” The Pimentel vs. City of 
Los Angeles case was regarding a $63 parking meter fine. To determine whether the fine 
was “grossly disproportional” to the offense, the court looked at four factors:  
 

1) The nature and extent of the underlying offense 
2) Whether the underlying offense related to other illegal activities 
3) Whether other penalties may be imposed for the offense 
4) The extent of the harm caused by the offense 

 
Although the Court ultimately ruled that the $63 fine was reasonable, the four factors used 
to determine the decision provide a valuable guide. The highest proposed fines are all 
directed toward violations that could impact the most serious public health and safety 
issues (i.e., blocking roadways/lanes/sidewalks, impacting fire resources or blocking 
bicycle lanes which would force cyclists into car lanes). Thus, while it impossible to predict 
how a court may rule, thought and effort were given to the above factors to ensure 
constitutionality.  
 
On January 5, 2022, the parking citation fines were brought back to the Public Safety 
Commission for second review. Staff recommended that the Commission consider the 
new factors identified by staff, including the four factors used in Pimentel vs. City of Los 
Angeles to determine if the recommended fine increases should be adjusted. After a 
thorough discussion, the Commission voted to re-affirm its original recommendation to the 
City Council citing safety concerns related to each of the violations. 
 
On March 7, 2022, the Administration and Finance Subcommittee (Subcommittee) 
reviewed the proposed changes to the fines recommended by the Public Safety 
Commission. The Subcommittee did not make any changes to the recommendation and 
voted to have the City Council consider the matter.  
 
In addition to considering everything defined above, violations that pertain to license plates 
(CVC 5200, 4457, 5201, 5201 (A)) may be particularly important in the future since the 
City will be installing Automatic License Plate Reader (ALPR) cameras. A study done in 
2012 by Texas A&M Transportation Institute found that “two plates increase the 
opportunities to identify vehicles (speed detection, stolen vehicles, red‐light running, etc.).” 
In addition, since this violation results in a “fix-it” ticket, an elevated fine may increase the 
incentive for people to fix the plate. 
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Establishing Fines and Penalties for MMC Section 10.18 (Oversized Vehicles) 
On December 11, 2017, the City Council adopted Ordinance No. 427, which implemented 
parking restrictions for commercial oversize vehicles and trailers, as well as 
noncommercial oversize vehicles and trailers citywide. In order to implement the 
Ordinance, a Coastal Development Permit (CDP) was required. On January 19, 2021, the 
Planning Commission adopted a resolution approving a CDP to install the associated 
regulatory signage at the City boundaries.  
 
Adoption of Ordinance No. 427 added Chapter 10.18 to Title 10 (Vehicles and Traffic) to 
the MMC. However, under MMC 10.18, parking fines and penalties must be established 
by resolution of the city, which has not been done. Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 
Department and the Volunteers on Patrol have been enforcing the ordinance, but because 
there are currently no fines associated with MMC 10.18, they frequently use Los Angeles 
County Code 15.20.070 for failing to obey signs, such as a red curb or parking in a “no 
parking any time” zone.  
 
Therefore, when the Public Safety Commission performed its annual review of the 
parking citation fine schedule, the Commission also voted to recommend that the City 
Council establish a fine for violations of MMC Section 10.18 (Oversized Vehicles) as 
follows:  
 

1) A fine not exceeding $100 for a first violation;  
2) A fine not exceeding $200 for a second violation within one year; and  
3) A fine not exceeding $500 for each additional violation within one year and note that 

a continuation of any violation of this chapter on successive days constitutes a 
separate offense for each day during any portion of which such violation has 
occurred.  

 
Staff recognizes the challenge in balancing the need to protect public safety with 
encouraging compliance and the administrative costs of appeals. Therefore, staff 
recommends that the Council carefully consider the public safety interest, the potential 
impacts on staff resources, as well as public education options, and adopt the 
recommended fines as stated or adjust some or all of them. In addition, since a resolution 
establishing a fine for violations of MMC 10.18 has not been brought to the City Council 
for adoption, staff recommends that Resolution No. 22-11 be adopted to include the 
increased fines for the indicated violations and the new fines for MMC 10.18 as 
recommended by the Public Safety Commission. Staff and the Commission believe that 
an escalating fine schedule for violations of the oversize vehicle ordinance will help 
discourage repeat offenders and encourage compliance with the ordinance. 
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ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Resolution No. 22-11 
2. Public Hearing Notice 
3. Parking Fine Comparison Chart 



ATTACHMENT 1 

RESOLUTION NO. 22-11 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MALIBU 
AMENDING THE CITY’S SCHEDULE OF PARKING CITATION FINES, 
REPEALING RESOLUTION NO. 21-21, AND FINDING THE ACTION TO BE 
EXEMPT FROM THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT 

 
 
The City Council of the City of Malibu does hereby find, order and resolve as follows: 
 
SECTION 1. Recitals. 

 
A. California Vehicle Code Section 40200 et seq. authorizes cities to impose and collect 

civil fines and penalties for violations of any regulation pertaining to the stopping, standing, or 
parking of a vehicle, and related charges, as specified in the California Vehicle Code, any federal 
statute or regulation, or any local ordinance; and  
 

B.  California Vehicle Code section 40203.5 requires cities to establish a schedule of 
penalties for parking violations and related charges; and Malibu Municipal Code (MMC) section 
10.12.060 states that parking citation fines shall be established by resolution of the City. These fines 
are detailed in the City’s Parking Citation Fine Schedule (Schedule) for violations of that ordinance. 
The Schedule indicates the related Los Angeles County Code (LACC) Section and, where 
appropriate, the California Vehicle Code (CVC) as referenced.  

 
C. On April 26, 2021, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 21-21, amending the 

City’s Schedule to include both Los Angeles County Codes and California Vehicle Codes. 
 
D. At its Regular meetings on November 3, 2021 and January 5, 2022, the Public Safety 

Commission reviewed the Schedule and considered input from the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 
Department (LASD) Lost Hills Station and Volunteers on Patrol (VOP), as well as City Finance and 
Public Safety staff.  

 
E. It was discussed that current rates often do not act as a deterrent to motorists choosing 

to park illegally or bypass car license plate requirements, so the Commission suggested certain fines 
be increased to $58 or $98, and those with the biggest public safety concern to $150. 

 
F. The Commission recommended that the Council approve the following revisions to 

the Schedule: 
 
Code Description Current Fee Proposed Fee 

5200 (CVC) No front/rear license plate $ 38.00 $ 58.00 
4462 (B) (CVC) Incorrect registration on car  38.00  58.00 
4457 (CVC) Mutilated/illegal license plate  38.00  58.00 
5201 (CVC) Position of plates  38.00  58.00 
5201 (A) (CVC) Plates clearly visible  38.00  58.00 
22502 (CVC) Parallel parking/18 inches from curb  58.00  98.00 
15.64.230 (LACC) Parallel parking/18 inches from curb  48.00  98.00 
22502 (A) (CVC) Park/18 inches from curb/wrong direction 58.00  98.00 
22500 (F) (CVC) Parking on sidewalk  73.00  98.00 
15.64.100 (LACC) Disconnected trailer  53.00  150.00 
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15.52.040 (LACC) Bicycle lanes/unauthorized parking  48.00  150.00 
22514 (CVC) Fire hydrants  68.00  150.00 
22500.1 (CVC) Fire lanes  68.00  150.00 
15.64.300 (LACC) Obstruct roadway/lane  53.00  150.00 
 

G. At its Regular meeting on November 3, 2021, the Public Safety Commission also 
recommended that the Council approve the following fine schedule for violations of MMC 10.18 
(Oversized Vehicles): 

 
1. A fine not exceeding $100 for a first violation;   
2. A fine not exceeding $200 for a second violation within one year; and  
3. A fine not exceeding $500 for each additional violation within one year; and 

note that a continuation of any violation of this chapter on successive days 
constitutes a separate offense for each day during any portion of which such 
violation has occurred.  

 
SECTION 2. The City of Malibu hereby rescinds Resolution No. 21-21. 
 
SECTION 3. The Schedule of Parking Citation Penalties attached hereto as Exhibit 1 was 
amended to include the increases in parking fines stated above and the new fines for violations of 
MMC 10.18 and is hereby adopted. 

 
SECTION 3. The City Clerk shall certify to the passage and adoption of this resolution and enter it 
into the book of original resolutions. 

 
PASSED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED this 11th day of April 2022. 

 
 

        _____________________________ 
PAUL GRISANTI, Mayor 

 
 
ATTEST: 
 
__________________________________ 
KELSEY PETTIJOHN, City Clerk 
 (seal) 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
__________________________________ 
JOHN COTTI, Interim City Attorney 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

CITY OF MALIBU 
CITY COUNCIL 

 
The Malibu City Council will hold a public hearing on Monday, April 11, 2022 at 6:30 p.m. 
regarding increasing some fines within the Schedule of Parking Citation Penalties adopted 
pursuant to Malibu Municipal Code Section 10.12.060 and establishing a fine for 
violations of Malibu Municipal Code 10.18 (Oversize Vehicles). The public hearing will be 
held via the Zoom application only in order to reduce the risk of spreading COVID-19 and 
pursuant to the Governor’s Executive Orders N-25-20 and N-29-20 and the County of Los 
Angeles Public Health Officer’s Safer at Home Order (revised March 21, 2020). Consistent with 
the requirements of Government Code section 66016, data on costs and revenue sources 
relating to the Permit will be available on the City’s website 10 days prior to the meeting.  
  
HOW TO VIEW THE MEETING: No physical location from which members of the public may 
observe the meeting and offer public comment will be provided. Please view the meeting, which 
will be live streamed at https://malibucity.org/video and https://malibucity.org/VirtualMeeting. 
  
HOW TO PARTICIPATE BEFORE THE MEETING: Members of the public are encouraged to 
submit email correspondence to citycouncil@malibucity.org before the meeting begins.  
  
HOW TO PARTICIPATE DURING THE MEETING: Members of the public may speak during the 
meeting through the Zoom application. You must first sign up to speak before the item you 
would like to speak on has been called by the Mayor and then you must be present in the Zoom 
conference to be recognized. 
  
If there are any questions regarding this notice, please contact Susan Dueñas, Public Safety 
Manager, at (310) 456-2489, ext. 313. 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
SUSAN DUEÑAS, Public Safety Manager 
 
 
Publish Date: March 31 and April 7, 2022 
 

https://malibucity.org/video
https://malibucity.org/VirtualMeeting
mailto:citycouncil@malibucity.org


Description
State 

Vehicle 
Code

County 
Code

Mutilated/illegal license plate 4457
Incorrect registration on car 4462 (B)
No front/rear license plate 5200
Position of plates 5201
Plates clearly visible 5201 (A)
License place covered 5201 (C&D)
Parking on sidewalk 22500 (F)
Fire Lane 22500.1
Parallel parking and 18 inches from curb 22502 15.64.230
Park 18in from curb/wrong direction 22502 (A)
Fire Hydrants 22514
Disconnected Trailer 15.64.100
Bicycle lane/unauthorized parking 21211 (B) 15.52.040
Obstruct roadway/lane 15.64.300

Fire Lane Fire hydrant 21211 (B)
Disconnected 
Trailer

18" from 
curb

City 4457 4462 (B) 5200 5201 5201 (A) 5201 (C&D) 22500.1 22500 (F) 22502 22502 (A) 22514 15.52.040 15.64.100 15.64.230 15.64.300
Malibu (Current) 38.00$    38.00$    38.00$    38.00$    38.00$    38.00$    68.00$    73.00$    58.00$    58.00$    68.00$    48.00$    53.00$    48.00$    53.00$    
Malibu (Requested) 58.00$    58.00$    58.00$    58.00$    58.00$    58.00$    150.00$    150.00$    98.00$    98.00$    150.00$    150.00$    150.00$    98.00$    150.00$    
LVPA 30.00$    38.00$    30.00$    38.00$    38.00$    68.00$    53.00$    53.00$    68.00$    48.00$    53.00$    48.00$    53.00$    
Santa Monica 25.00$    25.00$    63.00$    68.00$    63.00$    63.00$    68.00$    93.00$    
Montery 157.00$    48.00$    48.00$    125.00$    125.00$    
Ventura 40.00$    40.00$    40.00$    40.00$    72.00$    40.00$    40.00$    40.00$    40.00$    40.00$    72.00$    40.00$    40.00$    
Newport Beach 61.00$    61.00$    61.00$    61.00$    61.00$    61.00$    61.00$    61.00$    61.00$    61.00$    61.00$    46.00$    61.00$    61.00$    
Manhattan Beach 53.00$    53.00$    111.00$      53.00$    53.00$    53.00$    149.00$      

Parking Violation Penalty Comparison

ATTACHMENT 3
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